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Despite repeated appeals for human rights observation by Mexican civil society, the Mexican
government expelled over 400 foreigners from Chiapas since 1995. Visa restrictions made
effective human rights observation impossible, and it was never clear who needed the visas.
Some foreigners wishing to travel in Mexico as human rights observers were told by local
Mexican consulates that a tourist visa was sufficient, and that “human rights visas” did not exist.

The lifting of visa restrictions is a small but significant victory for civil society on both sides of
the border as we struggle together in defense of human rights. We hope you will continue to
monitor the situation in Mexico. Although there have been some advances toward peace, the
situation remains tense.

Thank you again for supporting peace and human rights in Mexico.

Sincerely,

Jessica Marques
Legislative Coordinator
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